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CHAPTER III

illness of the king. Everyone disapproved, and was
amazed and genuinely stupefied. Mathieu Marais
notes in his Journal: "The French are not built to
love the Polish, who are the Gascons of the North
and strong republicans."

On the next day the king declared: "I shall
marry the Princess of Poland. This princess, born
on 23rd June 1703, is the only daughter of Sta-
nislas Leczinski, Count of Lesno, former staroste
of Adelnau, then palatine of Posnania, later elected
king of Poland in July 1704, and of Catherine
Opalinski, daughter of the castellan of Posnania,
who are both coming to take up their residence at
Saint-Germain-en-Laye with the mother of King
Stanislas, Anna Jablanoruska." Then, to escape
the tedious formality of congratulations, the king
went hunting and returned late.

He seemed satisfied and contemplated with
pleasure Pierre Gobert's portrait of the princess
Marie. The future queen's features, indeed, seemed
attractive, sympathetic and gentle; her frank candid
eyes told of a quiet, loving soul; nothing artificial,
conventional or studied emanated from that virginal
face. Gobert, a member of the Royal Academy
since 1701 and highly esteemed at the court, had
painted the Duchess of Burgundy in riding-dress,
the Duke of Brittany, the Duchess of Maine and
the Princess de Conde. An artist of the transition
period, still paying sacrifice to the fashion of grave
and pompous scenes, he still offered the foremost
examples of the taste for mythological allegory,
the refinements and artifice dear to Jean Raoux^